Script for CEFTAC/ Eurolink video message: Alexander Italianer, Director General, DG Competition It is a pleasure for me to address you from the European Commission's competition department, and I am sorry that I cannot be with you today You will understand it is a busy time in Brussels I have met with the President of the Romanian Competition Council on several occasions this year and I was delighted to hear that Romania is working hard on fostering a competition culture in your home market Your country is also an active member of our European Competition Network where Competition Authorities work together to ensure that markets across Europe remain undistorted by the anticompetitive behaviour of companies or States During the economic and financial crisis there have been numerous calls on Competition Agencies and on Governments to relax the competition rules Our Network of Competition Authorities has had to stand strong and oppose such positions And we have succeeded in proving that competition policy is a tool to help our economy to overcome the crisis and that setting competition rules aside would only plunge us into deeper trouble Of course, in order to be able to generate benefits to society, it is essential that competition authorities are adequately equipped and able to act under suitable conditions for the execution of their work, in an impartial and independent manner Such means for effective and sustained operation must be guaranteed, including in times of budgetary constraints The Commission welcomes reforms which reinforce the powers of competition agencies The recent initiative adopted in Romania will further align the powers of the Romanian Competition Council to the EU model, strengthening its enforcement powers In 2010, through our work within the European Commission, we have continued to build a strategy to exit the crisis Our State aid policy has helped avoid a collapse of the financial sector which would have had even more widespread repercussions on the real economy We have avoided subsidy races between Member States which would have distorted the EU Internal Market to the detriment of all And we have started to prepare the return to normal market conditions, where banks increasingly finance themselves on the market and stop relying on State support Our antitrust enforcement has continued to be strong, as witnessed by the numerous anti-cartel decisions the Commission took this year It is crucial - especially in hard economic times - to ensure that consumers are not defrauded by cartels that keep prices artificially high or stall innovation We also took a series of decisions based on Article 102, abuse of dominant positions, making commitments offered by companies in the energy sector such as EONgas, EDF, Svenska Kraftnät, ENI but also Microsoft legally binding This highlights our determination to address competition concerns in key sectors for the economy, such as energy or IT Our decisions also contributed to delivering more competitive market structures where structural remedies were applied I know you will discuss this topic at length today During your conference, you will focus on the many challenges facing Competition Agencies and competition law practitioners in recession times These challenges are numerous But we must remember that now more than ever there is a strong case for competition enforcement given the benefits that competition policy brings to the overall economy Our biggest challenge ahead is to use the competition tools at our disposal to bring about a new period of growth and competitiveness in our economies Competition is a pre-requisite for thriving economies I am confident that competition will allow the most efficient business-models to emerge, innovation to flourish and consumers to reap the benefits - in terms of price, quality and choice - of products and services offered on the European Internal Market I can assure you that the European Commission, and the Directorate General for Competition, will continue to support the Romanian Government and the Competition Council in their efforts to ensure well-functioning markets at home Allow me to conclude by saying that I look forward to building a closer dialogue with Romanian stakeholders in all the relevant debates and consultations that the Commission is holding on topics of competition law I wish you a fruitful discussion today 2 